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Brewing Smiles for Japan!

What comes to mind when you savor a cup of sake?
For many Japanese, sipping sake conjures up images of their hometowns...

Lively spring festivals, refreshingly cool streams in summer, the golden fields of autumn, and the
tranquility of the surrounding hills in winter.

Since time immemorial, sake has been a close companion to such quintessential Japanese sights and
experiences. One of the world’s greatest libations, sake was born from the fusion of nature’s
bounty—rice and water—with the culture cultivated by the sublime spirit of Japan.

This country is now grappling with the immense crisis wrought by the March 2011 earthquake and
tsunami, which took untold lives and destroyed countless homes and buildings. Japan’s natural scenery
was also ravaged, with the tsunami inundating rice paddies and washing away hillsides.

And, many sake breweries were among those affected by the disaster.
Rooted in and supported by local communities, we, the sake and shochu brewers of Japan, are eager to
help restore the scenic beauty of the devastated hometowns of Japan and put smiles back on the faces

of people in this country. This is our message for Japan:

We will work hard with everyone to help get this country back on its feet, and in so doing brew smiles
across the land!
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